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BOOK REVIEWS
OBSTETRICS ILLUSTRATED. By M. M. Garry, A. D. T. Govan, C. Hodge
and R. Callender. Second Edition. (Pp. 538. Illustrated. £3.75). Edinburgh
and London: Churchill Livingstone. 1974.
THE second edition of this book, coming only five years after the first (which went to
three reprintings), must speak of its popularity. The combination of line drawings and simple
text produces a method for easy assimilation by the ever-pressed medical student. The rapid
changes in many aspects of the specialty have been coped with by extensive rewriting of
chapters dealing with fetal monitoring, early diagnosis of immaturity and dysmaturity,
induction techniques and planned labour and delivery; the chapter relating to the newborn
infant is particularly well presented. The remaining subject matter is covered adequately
having sections on physiology and anatomy as well as dealing with the most common, and
a good few not so common, pathological states of pregnancy. One obvious error appears on
page 186 relating to the estimation of H.S.A.P. The authors rightly point out that this test
has now been shown to have little clinical use as it is not sufficiently discriminating;
however the estimation of the enzyme is not carried out on a sample of amniotic fluid.
This book (500 pages) is very reasonably priced at £3.75 and I would recommend it to the
undergraduate.
W.T.
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